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SUNDAY SOLOS 

 
Experimental Sound Studio is happy to announce our Fall Sunday Solos performance series. 
Chicago's musical luminaries will present hour-long solo sets in the cozy confines of the ESS 
recording studio. This series is an opportunity to hear some of the most groundbreaking 
musicians and sound artists in Chicago in an intimate, acoustically pristine setting. Thought-
provoking music, a glass of wine and good company: what better way to spend a Sunday 
afternoon? 

 

Kent Kessler: bass  
November 22, 2009 

2pm 

 

 
 

 
Jazz bassist Kent Kessler is best known for his part in numerous Chicago bands, usually in line-
ups with reedsman Ken Vandermark. He first began appearing on recordings in the early '90s as 
a member of Hal Russell's NRG Ensemble. The band continued after Russell's death in 1992 with 
the addition of clarinetist and saxophonist Ken Vandermark. Kessler and Vandermark went on to 
play together in a number of bands that have revitalized Chicago's jazz scene, putting it back on 
the map of current avant-garde and free jazz. The Vandermark 5, DKV Trio and Steelwool Trio 
are just some of the many groups that feature Kent Kessler's wide and gritty sound. He has 
performed and recorded with a number of leading European improvisers, such as German 



powerhouse Peter BrÃ¶tzmann (in his Chicago Tentet), Swedish avant-garde saxophonist Mats 
Gustafsson (in FJF), acclaimed Dutch pianist Misha Mengelberg, and Dutch avant-garde 
saxophonist Luc Houtkamp. Kessler has also worked with legends that are closer to home, 
including Joe McPhee and Fred Anderson! Through his many projects, Kent Kessler has toured 
all over North America and Europe and has performed on an increasing number of albums per 
year, mostly on the Chicago labels Okkadisk and Atavistic. 
 

*Presented as part of the 2009 Outer Ear Festival of Sound 
 
Experimental Sound Studio presents Sunday Solos at ESS, 5925 N. Ravenswood, 773.769.1069. 
2pm. Suggested donation: $10, $7 students and ESS members. All proceeds benefit 
Experimental Sound Studio. For more information, visit www.exsost.org. 
 
*** 
Experimental Sound Studio (ESS) is a nonprofit organization founded in 1986, dedicated to the promotion, 
production, presentation and preservation of innovative and diverse approaches to the sonic arts, and to the 
integration of these art forms into the public. 


